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MINERAL SANDS MINING LEASES, MUNDIJONG, MINING WARDEN’S DETERMINATION 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.52 pm]:  I want to throw some light on an issue that has been clouded by 
considerable and possibly intentional disinformation.  The issue I refer to is the rationale used by Mining 
Warden Calder in determining his recommendations in the case of Serpentine-Jarrahdale Ratepayers and 
Residents Association versus Iluka Resources Ltd in regard to two mineral sands mining lease applications at 
Mundijong.  Warden Calder recommended that lease application M70/999 be refused in total because the land 
was too valuable for urban development.  In his concluding remarks, Warden Calder stated - 

I am not satisfied that the mining of the ore from the area contained within M70/999 in priority to any 
mining operation occurring in M70/1000 or M70/6660 would have the effect of enabling the 
implementation of the urban development plan or one like it within the timeframe envisaged in the 
Dykstra report. 

In addition, M70/999 is located relatively close to the existing townsite and to other rural residential 
land holdings to the north, to the north-east and to the south-east. 

For those reasons, it is my opinion that it would be inappropriate for the Minister to grant M70/999 in 
respect of the whole or any part of the land applied for. 

Both before and since the 2001 state election, various parties, including Hon Norman Moore, have 
misrepresented the warden’s determination as being for “environmental” reasons.  The parties have gone on to 
criticise the warden as having insufficient expertise to make “environmental” determinations.  I believe Warden 
Calder implicitly recognised the Wardens Court’s lack of environmental expertise when he recommended the 
Environmental Protection Authority conduct an environmental assessment of the western portion of M70/1000.   

In so far as Warden Calder recommended no mining, he did so for economic reasons and not for environmental 
reasons.   
 


